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The Honorable Nancy A. Nord

Acting Chairman

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Chairman Nord:

Thank you for your prompt response to our March 5, 2007, request for
information regarding kitchen range tipovers. The data and information you provided
confirm that there are, in fact, very serious problems with the stability of free-standing
kitchen ranges as sold and installed in the United States. Moreover, this has been a
problem at least since 1980, and it has continued up to the present.

According to U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (Commission) data,
since 1980 at least 33 people have been reported killed by kitchen stoves tipping over on
them." Nearly 60 percent of those killed were small children. In addition to these deaths,
at least another 51 people again, mostly small children were injured, most of them
suffering severe burns, when stoves tipped over on them.

Nowhere in the course of this appalling history, however, is there any indication
that the Commission has seen fit to take action to end these deaths and injuries.
Evidently, the Commission staff made some inquiries into the subject in the mid-to-late
1980s, but in the end nothing was done.

In 1991, a national safety standard for free-standing kitchen ranges was adopted
by the private sector (Underwriters Laboratories, UL 858), but the Commission’s data
show that the number of deaths and injuries did not abate. The UL standard requires that
free-standing ranges should be designed so that they will not tip over if 250 pounds of
pressure is applied to the open oven door. Ranges not passing this test must be fastened

' In a memorandum dated March 28, 2007, the Commission’s staff notes that the incident data for range
tipovers is incomplete for the years 2003-2006 and therefore the numbers of deaths and injuries for those
years may be understated. See attached memorandum.
























